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Item 1 Electoral System for the 2019 and 2022 Local 
Body Elections  

Prepared by: Carolyn Johns 
 Community, Planning and Development Group Manager 

Purpose of Report 

 In accordance with Local Electoral Act 2001 s27 (Electoral systems for elections) to 
consider the Electoral System to be used at the next two triennial General Elections of 
the local authority being 12 October 2019 and October 2022. 

 The choice is between the First Past the Post (FPP) electoral system and the Single 
Transferable Vote (STV) electoral system.   The current electoral system used is First 
Past the Post. 

 Electors have a right to demand a poll to countermand the resolution of electoral 
system used for the Council elections. 

Background 

Local Electoral Act 2001  

s27 Local authority may resolve to change electoral systems 
(1)  Any local authority may, not later than 12 September in the year that is 2 years before 

the year in which the next triennial general election is to be held, resolve that the next 
2 triennial general elections of the local authority and its community boards (if any), 
and any associated election, will be held using a specified electoral system other than 
that used for the previous triennial general election. 

(2)  A resolution under this section— 
(a)  takes effect, subject to paragraph (b), for the next 2 triennial general elections 

of the local authority and its community boards (if any), and any associated 
election; and 

(b)  continues in effect until either— 
(i)  a further resolution under this section takes effect; or 
(ii)  a poll of electors of the local authority held under section 33 takes effect. 

(3)  This section is subject to section 32. 
(4) In this section, and in sections 28 to 34, associated election, in relation to any 2 

successive triennial general elections of a local authority (and its community boards (if 
any)), means— 
(a)  any election to fill an extraordinary vacancy in the membership of the body 

concerned that is held— 
(i)  between those elections; or 
(ii)  after the second of those elections but before the subsequent triennial 

general election: 
(b)  an election of the members of the body concerned called under section 258I or 

258M of the Local Government Act 2002 that is held— 
(i)  between those elections; or 
(ii)  after the second of those elections but before the subsequent triennial 

general election. 
 
s28 Public notice of right to demand poll on electoral system 
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(1)  Every local authority must, not later than 19 September in the year that is 2 years 
before the year in which the next triennial general election is to be held, give public 
notice of the right to demand, under section 29, a poll on the electoral system to be 
used for the elections of the local authority and its community boards (if any). 

(2) If the local authority has passed a resolution under section 27 that takes effect at the 
next triennial election, every notice under subsection (1) must include— 
(a)  notice of that resolution; and 
(b)  a statement that a poll is required to countermand that resolution. 

(2A)  Despite subsections (1) and (2), if, on or before the date referred to in subsection (1), 
the local authority has passed a resolution under section 31 and has specified a date 
for the holding of the poll that is on or before 21 May in the year before the next triennial 
general election, subsection (1) does not apply. 

(3) This section is subject to section 32. 

Briefly, the FPP electoral system consists of the following: 

 Electors vote by indicating their preferred candidate(s) with a tick 

 Voters must not tick more than the number of places to be filled 

 The candidate that receives the most votes is declared the winner, regardless of the 
proportion of votes that candidate obtained 

Briefly, the STV electoral system consists of the following: 

 Voters receive a single (transferable) vote irrespective of the number of vacancies 

 Voters rank the candidates in order of preference, by writing a “1” next to the name of 
their most preferred candidate, then a “2” next to the name of the next preferred 
candidate and so on 

 Voters can rank as few or as many candidates as they wish 

 To be elected, a candidate must reach a “quota” of votes, which is based on the 
number of vacancies and the number of valid votes 

 When votes are counted, all the first preferences are allocated first 

 A candidate who reaches the quota first is elected. If there is more than one vacancy, 
and a candidate gets more votes than the quota, a proportion of each vote for that 
candidate is transferred to the voter’s second preference. If, as a result, another 
candidate gets more votes than the quota, a proportion is transferred to the third 
preferences, and so on 

 If insufficient candidates reach the quota after the first preferences are allocated and 
any surplus votes are transferred, then the candidate who received the fewest votes is 
eliminated and each vote for that candidate is transferred to the voter’s second 
preference. This process is repeated until enough candidates reach the quota to fill all 
the vacancies 

 More information on STV can be accessed from the Department of Internal Affairs 
website www.stv.org.nz 
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 The resolution of Council for the 2016 local body elections was made in 19 August 
2014:  

“That Council resolve to continue to use First Past the Post (FPP) for the next triennial 
general election being 2016.” 

 Regardless of Council’s resolution it must give public notice by 19 September 2017 as 
outlined in s28 above.   

 A decision to make a resolution will signal to the community which electoral system is 
preferred by Council.  The public notice of the right of electors to demand a poll on the 
electoral system must include notice of this resolution and a statement that a poll is 
required to countermand that resolution. 

Proposal / Options 

 Council do nothing – The status quo will remain.  The Council’s choice for the electoral 
system will remain as First Past the Post (FPP). 

 Council resolve to continue to use First Past the Post (FPP) for the next two triennial 
general elections. 

 Council resolve to change the electoral system to Single Transferable Vote (STV) for 
the next two triennial general elections. Advice from electionz.com indicates vote 
processing would be approximately 20% ($1,500plus GST approx) greater for STV 
than FPP. 

Obstacles 

 Nil.  The processes meet the requirements of the Local Electoral Act and Regulations 
2001. 

Assessment of Significance 

 This matter is not deemed significant under the Council’s Significance and 
Engagement Policy. 

Budget Considerations 

 Who is the budget holding Manager? Carolyn Johns, Community Services & Planning 
Group Manager 

 Activity, description name and general ledger code: Governance, Elections 7110321 

 Budget allocation (current year): N/A for this item 

Cost-effectiveness 

 Cost-effectiveness consideration is not applicable.  

Recommendation 
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 That the Electoral System for the 2019 and 2022 Local Body Elections Report is 
accepted; and 

 That Council approves do nothing.  The status quo will remain.  The Council’s choice 

for choice for the electoral system will remain as First Past the Post (FPP); or 

 That Council resolve to continue to use First Past the Post (FPP) for the next two 
triennial general elections being 2019 and 2022; or 

 That Council resolve to change the electoral system to Single Transferable Vote (STV) 

for the next two triennial general elections being 2019 and 2022. 


